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would doubtless have produced the body. But the Judge, complimenting the General for his respect for the civil authority, dismissed his proceedings here. There was not the slightest show of any disposition on the part of General Hancock to resist the civil process of the Court. The charge, therefore, that he refused to obey the writ, is without the slightest foundation in truth.
No one can at this time realize the extent of the popular frenzy and clamor for the execution of the parties condemned; and Judge Wylie showed great judicial integrnYyin awarding the writ at all under the circumstances. Had the order of the Court extended further, and Judge Wylie insisted upon the production before him of the body of Mrs. Surratt notwithstanding the order of the President, General Hancock might then have been chargeable with clisobe3'ing the process, had he refused; but no such further order was made, and General Hancock was dismissed by the Court from the process, "What else could lie have done ? While he acted under the orders of the President, he submitted to and showed due respect for the judicial authority.
The question asked in newspaper discussions, why General Hancock was present at the Arsenal on the morning of the execution, is easily answered. The application for a pardon for Mrs. Surratt was expected to to be renewed that morning, and that on his own suggestion ; and he deemed it proper to be at a convenient place to afford his aid in case of a pardon.
I was myself on the ground and deeply interested in all that occurred at the time, and I know the fact that General Hancock afforded to Mrs. Surratt every kindness in his power, and was anxious that she should be spared by a pardon, and he hoped for it up to the very last. And when Miss Anna Surratt called upon him at his hotel early on the morning of the execution, and asked him what she could do to save the life of her mother, he replied, " that there was but one thingted May 1, 1865 (and above quoted), as a special Provost-Marshal for the purpose of said trial and attendance
